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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON BOTAI
SETTLEMENT IN 2020

The article discusses the archaeological finds discovered during the Botai
Archaeological expedition in 2020. The main goal of the Botai Archaeological
expedition was to find a burial ground where the ancient inhabitants of the Botai
culture could bury their dead. During 40 years of international research, no mass
graves have yet been found on the Botai settlement and other settlements of the Botai
Culture. And it remains a mystery where and how the ancient Botai people buried
their dead. The Botai culture is known for the first evidence of the domestication
of the steppe horse and the construction of multi-faceted rounded dwellings. The
authors highlight the results of the Botai Archaeological expedition in 2020, the main
goal of which was to search for burial grounds and burials to solve critical scientific

problems.

Key words: Botay, archeology, excavations, Eneolithic, burial, burial ground.

Introduction. In June 2020, the Botai
Archaeological expedition began its work on the
Eneolithic settlement of Botai, which is located
on the right bank of the Iman-Burluk River in
the North-Kazakhstan region Aiyrtau district, in
which students of the 1st year of Kostanai State
Pedagogical University named after U.Sultangasin
actively participated (Fig.1). The archaeological
excavation area was 56 sq.m. on the high part of
the right bank of the river, where the Eneolithic
settlement of Botai is located. The excavation scheme
implied a breakdown into squares of 4*4 meters. The
excavation was carried out far away from the borders
of the botai dwellings and actually on the border of
the settlement itself.

The Botai culture has been opened in 1980 by
participants of the North Kazakhstan Archaeological
expedition led by Zaibert V.F. In 1990th years of

settlement Krasny Yar, Roshchinskoe, Vasilkovo,
Botai dug out already separate Botai Archaeological
expedition. As a result of decades of research,
important discoveries were made. The Botai culture
that existed in the 4th millennium B.C. had certain
peculiarities. Thus, the Botai managed to domesticate
a wild steppe horse. In the course of research of
domestic and foreign paleosoologists it was possible
to find out that 10% of horses kept by the Botai were
used as transport [1, 24 p.]. This is confirmed by the
found cheekpieces made of animal bones. The rest
of domesticated horses could be used as a source
of meat and koumiss. On the walls of the ceramic
tableware, scientists from Great Britain found traces
of koumiss, preserved by being at the bottom of the
cultural layer.

Materials and methods. In the course of
archaeological research, special historical and general
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philosophical methods were used to determine
the functional features of archaeological finds -
retrospective, causal, analytical, modelling. During
field laboratory studies, a typological method was
also used to determine chronological dating.
Results and discussion. Under the guidance of
Professor Zaibert V.F., archaeological excavations
were conducted on the high part of the right bank
of the Iman-Burluk River, where there could
presumably be a burial ground with buried botais. In
Kazakh archeology, an important little-known aspect
of the burial of their dead by the Botais stands out
from a large number of scientific problems related to
the conceptual aspects of the Botai culture. During
40 years of international research, no burial sites
belonging to the Botai culture have been discovered.
And the discovery of collective burials or burials of
the Botais would open up to modern science - the
early stages of formation of worldview contexts of
the Eneolithic culture, funeral rites and traditions of
the first horse breeders, religious views of the Botais.
There are several hypotheses of how the
inhabitants of the Botai culture buried their deceased
relatives. The first hypothesis presented by the
Botai Archaeological expedition archaeologists -
Magzumov A., Ilderyakov N. - implied the presence
of cannibalism among the inhabitants of the Botai
settlements when younger relatives could eat the

- - Fig.1. Students of

’%g the U.Sultangasin

% Kostanai State
Pedagogical

: University are

at Botai settlement,

X‘;‘g June 2020.

old, sick generation. During the last few years of
research, several fragments of limbs belonging to a
human being, especially phalanges of fingers, were
found in the Botai settlement. In the archeological
season of 2020, a fragment of a human skeleton, the
phalanx of the finger, was also discovered outside
the borders of the botai dwellings (Figure 2). The
bone reaches 3 centimeters in length and presumably
could belong to an adult male.

The second hypothesis, presented by Professor
Zaibert V.E. himself, suggests the burial of the dead
botais within the borders of their own homes. This
version is confirmed by the burial of 2016-2017, when
near the wall of a botai dwelling was discovered the
skeleton of a botai woman at the age of 46 years, and
near another dwelling the skeleton of a newborn
baby aged about 3-4 months. Mazhitov S.F. assumes
the existence of burials that are conditionally located

Fig. 2. The phalanx
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Fig. 3. Bead

Fig. 5.

Fig. 4. Ornamented fragment of a tool for spinning

under the floor of the botai dwelling, that is, the
burials can be located in the mainland zone.

There are also several other versions that claim
that the botais could bury their dead by dumping
the dead bodies into the Iman-Burluk river, waters
of which were carried away by the remains far away
from where the botais lived. The version that old
people could have been ostracized - expelled from
their ancestral community where they could become
victims of wild predators - also has a right to exist.
In the history of ancient tribal associations and
communities, such traditions of getting rid of old
people are known to modern historical science.

The presumed location of the burial site at the
settlement of Botai in 2020 did not close the question
of the traditional system of burial of the botais. During
the archaeological excavations, several fragments
were found that could prove the existence of a burial
site on the border of the settlement of Botai. A bead
was found as a possible element of a certain burial
rite, as the archaeological excavations were carried
out outside the housing structures and as an element
of a woman'’s attire, which was casually thrown, is
not appropriate (Fig. 3). The location of the bead in

Fig. 6.

the extreme square A-I, almost at the edge of the
river bank as a possible element of a certain ritual,
the supposed funeral ceremony.

The second unique artifact of archeological
excavations was an ornamented fragment of stone
tool for spinning using a mesh diamond-shaped
style (Fig. 4), which was also found at the river bank’s
edge. The ornamentation indicates the ritual purpose
of the tool. The tool is made of sandstone, with an
estimated tool diameter of 7-10 cm. Thickness of the
tool is 2.9 cm.

Conclusion.  During the  archaeological
excavations in 2020, the Botai Archaeological
Expedition discovered 221 artefacts. The expedition
members found many ditches, which is 62% of the
total number of finds. Also were found fragments
of ceramics with a comb stamp, end and circular
scrapers, plates with and without retouching,
fragments of arrowheads, cutting tools, in particular,
blanks of axes, adzes, and core-shaped fragments
(Fig. 5). There are also findings related to osteological
material. Bone remains belonging to the wild fauna
were found, which means that the Botais were
hunting for wild animals (Fig.6).
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2020 >KbI/ABI BOTAV EAAI MEKEHIHAETT
APXEOAOTUSABIK 3EPTTEY 1EP

Makaaaga borait apxeoa0TusAbIK dKceAMIMAChHbIH 2020 SKBIAFBI JKYMBICHI OapbIChIHAA TaOblAFaH ap-
X€0A0TUAABIK, OAKalap KapacThlpblaaAbl. boTail apxeoA0TnAABIK DKCIeANIIVACLIHEIH OacThl MaKcaThI-boTait
MoJEHMETIiHIH eXXeAri TYprbIHAAPHI ©3 ©ATeHAePiH JKepaeyi MyMKiH KOpBIMABI Taby 0044bI. XaAbIKapaAbIK,
seprreyaepain 40 xprawl imminge borait eaai MexeHiHAe >XoHe bortail MaseHMeTiHiH OacKa ea4i MekeHAepiHAe
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941 Ae Karaii Kepaey OpbIHAApbI TabObLAFaH JKOK. Exxeari OoraiiabIKTap e34epiHiH eAreHaepiH Kaiija >KoHe
Ka/lail >JKepAeTeHi Kyt O0AbII Kada Oepeai. boTait MageHMeTi Aala SKBLAKBICBIH KOAFa YIIPETYAIH KoHe KOIl
KBIPABI AOHTeAeK TYPEBIH Yillep calyAblH aAfalllKbl alffakTapbIMeH TaHbIMaA. ABropaap borait apxeoaoru-
SIABIK DKCIIe AMIVICBIHBIH 2020 SKBLAFBI HOTVUKEAePiH XapusAaiiAbl, OHBIH OacThl MaKCaThl MaHBI3AbI FHLABIMI
MiHZeTTepAl IIemy YIIIiH KOpbhIMAap MeH >Kep ey OpbIHAaphIH i34ey 60AABI.

Tyiiin ce3dep: bomaii, apxeorozusl, Ka30a Kymblcmapol, IHEOAU, KepAey, Deilim.
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APXEOAOTNYECKME NCCAEAOBAHUS
HA ITOCEAEHVM BOTAM B 2020 TOAY

B cratpe paccmaTpuBaloTcs apxeoaornyeckrie HaXoAK1, oOHapy>KeHHbIe B XoJe padoTsl boTtaiickoir apxeo-
aorndeckort sxcreantiuy B 2020 roay. I'aaBHoII 1teapio boraiickoil apXxeoA0rimaeckoit sKcreannm 6110 00-
Hapy>KeHle MOTMAbHUKA, TAe ApeBHIe XKuTteau boraiickoil KyAbTYpBl MOTAM XOPOHUTH CBOMX IOKOMHUKOB.
B Teuenne 40 seT MeXXAyHapOAHBIX MCCAeAOBaHMIT Ha oceaeHun borait n Apyrux noceaeHnsix borarickon
KyABTYPHI ellle He ObL10 OOHapy>KeHO MacCOBBIX 3aXOPOHEHN T — MOIMABHMKOB. M ocTaeTcs 3aragKoii rae 1 Kak
ApeBHMe OOTailIbl XOPOHUAN CBOMX yMepIux. boraiickasl KyAbTypa M3BeCTHa IIE€PBBIMU CBUAETEALCTBAMU
O/AOMAaITHMBAHMS CTEITHOM A0IIaAM U CTPOUTEABCTBOM MHOTOTPAaHHBIX OKPYTABIX KUAUII. ABTOPBI OCBella-
10T pe3yaAbTaThl boTtarickoir apxeoaorndeckoit skcrieaunuy 2020 roaa, raaBHOM 11€ABI0 KOTOPOI OBLA TTOMCK
MOTMABHUKOB U ITOTpeOeHNIT AAs1 pelleHs BasKHBIX HayIHbIX 3aad.

Karouesvie caosa: bomaii, apxeorozusl, packonku, IHEOAUM, nozpederie, MOZUAbHUK.
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