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GOLDEN��HAMBY�IN�KA�AKH�
POETRY�OR�A�NEW�LOOK�AT�THE�

HERITAGE�OF��HAMBYL

Ded�cated�to�the����th�ann�versary�of�the�b�rth�of�
�hambyl��habayev�

The outstanding Kazakh poet Zhambyl 
Zhabayev� was� born� on� February� ��� ������ ����� at�
the foot of Mount Zhambyl in the upper reaches 
of� the� Shu�River� �now�Moyynkum�district� of� the�
Zhambyl� region� of� the� Republic� of� Kazakhstan���
According�to�some�sources��the�son�s�father�Zhabay�
Ystybayev� ������������ named� his� son� Zhambyl�
in honor of the name of the mountain Zhamba 
where�he�miraculously�held�back�an�avalanche��In�
his memoirs, the poet Tair Zharokov gives a story 
about Zhambyl, that he was born in the winter of 
�����at�the�Zhamby�ridge�along�the�Shu�River�and�
that his name Zhambyl is associated with the fact 
that�he�was�born�near�a�mountain��ridge��similar�to�
that�golden�or�silver�Zhamby�

In�his�autobiographical�poem��My�Life���the�poet�
says: At a time when the country was experiencing 
horrors every day and every night, Zhambyl was 
born as a huge snowfall landed on the ice during a 
snow�storm��The�Zhambyl�oronym�in�the�Ancient�
Turkic�Mongolian� language� means� �fortress�� or�
�castle���maybe�this�word�has�undergone�semantic�
changes�from�the�previous�name�

His�father�Juba�came�from�a�clan�Yekey��of� the�
tribe� of� Syny� of� the� Senior�Zhuz��Zhambyl� is� the�
eleventh� generation� of� Yekey� son� Shapyrashty��
Despite the fact that the people from the Yekei clan 
were small and not rich, many famous heroes came 
from�this�family��such�as�Karasai�Batyr��������������
Sauryk��������������Suran��������������Grandfather�
of the poet-Issybau, though not a hero, but was 
Amateur�man��and�a�fighter��Issybay�s�son�Zhabay��
who received the name of one of the famous batyrs 
in the sagas, although he was not rich, but had three 
sons��Taity��Kuman��Zhambyl�
�ey�ords��poet���hyrshy��a�tysker��Ka�akh�l�terature��

poetry���hambyl�her�tage�
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