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HISTORY OF STUDIES AND MAIN RESULTS OF RESEARCH ON MEDIEVAL

BURIAL SITES IN NORTHEAST SARYARKA

Abstract. The article presents a comprehensive overview of the results of studies of
medieval burial sites in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye region within North-Eastern Saryarka.
The study relevance is determined by the absence of a comprehensive historiographical
analysis despite numerous scattered publications and field materials, as well as the
limited publication of modern archaeological data, which complicates their comparison
and introduction into scientific circulation.

The work systematises materials from studies conducted at different times,
comparing them according to key characteristics: types of burial structures, elements of
burial rites, orientation of the buried, and the composition of accompanying inventory
in ritual practice. On this basis, the main chronological groups of sites in the region are
identified: complexes of the Kimak period (8th—10th cc.), sites of the 11th-13th cc., and
Late Medieval sites of the 14th-15th cc. associated with the development of monumental
architecture.

It was established that burial sites in the region are characterised by a combination
of different ritual variants, the widespread use of wooden structures, and the stable
presence of funeral feast elements and accompanying inventory. The generalisation of
the data clarifies the development of burial traditions and identifies promising directions
for further research in the region.

Keywords: North-Eastern Saryarka, Pavlodar Priirtyshye, Middle Ages, archaeology,

burial sites.

For citation: Karazhigitova A.Ye., Janeyeva A.K. History of studies and main results of research on medieval
burial sites in Northeast Saryarka // Madeni mura. 2026. Ne1 (112). pp. 69-81 (in Eng.)

DOI: https://doi.org/10.47500/2026.v25.i1.06

Introduction

North-Eastern Saryarka, within which this
study examines the territory of the Middle Irtysh
region of the modern Pavlodar region, is one of
the most significant archaeological and historical-
cultural regions of Kazakhstan. The steppe and
forest-steppe landscapes of the Middle Irtysh region
are characterised by a high concentration of medieval
burial complexes, reflecting the social, ethnocultural,
and worldview processes that occurred there during
the medieval period.

Despite a significant number of publications
devoted to individual sites and the results of
archaeological excavations, there is still no
comprehensive historiographical analysis that

would allow us to trace the main stages of the study
of medieval burial sites in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye
region and identify the directions of development
of archaeological research in the region. This
circumstance determines the relevance of the
present study.

The aim of this study is to review the history of
research and summarise the main findings of studies
on medieval burial sites n the Pavlodar Priirtyshye
region, and to identify trends in the development of
archaeological work in the region.

The scientific novelty of the work lies in a
comprehensive historiographical overview of
materials on medieval burial sites in the Pavlodar

Ne1(112)/2026

69



Moaaenu mypa | KyasrypHoe Hacaeaue | Cultural Heritage

Priirtyshye region and in substantiating the region's
role as one of the stable local centres for the formation
and development of burial traditions in the steppe
zone of the country.

The solution of the set tasks involves a consistent
analysis of the stages of studying the sites, the
introduction of data from individual excavations
into the scientific context, and the generalisation of
information about the burial rites and chronology of
the complexes, which makes it possible to identify
the main directions and prospects for further
research.

Materials and methods

In physical and geographical terms, most of
the Pavlodar region is flat land, crossed by the wide
valley of the Irtysh River in its middle reaches, with
a well-defined floodplain and terraces above the
floodplain. The features of the region's relief and
hydrography largely determined the location of
archaeological sites, many of which are associated
with river terraces, lake basins, and steppe areas.

The study source base consisted of published
scientific works, materials from archaeological
excavations, expedition reports, and collections
of sites dedicated to the study of medieval burial
complexes in the region.

The work employs methods of historiographical
analysis, comparative-historical and problem-
chronological approaches, which enable it to trace
the main stages of the study of sites, determine
the contributions of individual researchers, and
identify trends in the development of archaeological
research in the region.

Analysis

The study of archaeological sites in the
Pavlodar Priirtyshye region began in the 18th c. and
was associated with the activities of participants in
academic expeditions of the Russian Academy of
Sciences, during which the first data about ancient
burial structures in the region were obtained.
Research became more systematic in the second
half of the 19th and early 20th cc., when the first
excavations of burial mounds and descriptions of
archaeological sites were carried out (Archaeology
of North-Eastern Kazakhstan, 2023: 7).

The systematic study of archaeological sites in
the region began in the late 1940s and early 1950s
and was linked to the development of archaeological
science in Kazakhstan and the need to record and
protect sites. A significant contribution was made

by the Pavlodar archaeological expedition led by
EI Ageeva and A.G. Maksimova, during which
a large area of the region was surveyed, a large
number of burial grounds and settlements were
identified, and the results of the research were
reflected in the Archaeological Map of Kazakhstan
(Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959: 32-58).

In the 1950s and 1960s, the research received
a boost from large economic projects, such as
the construction of the Irtysh-Karaganda Canal.
During this period, the teams from the Central
Kazakhstan Expedition, led by F.Kh. Arslanova,
studied the burial mounds of the Pavlodar region,
thereby significantly expanding the source base and
attempting to systematise the sites and analyse the
burial rites. During the same years, the Bobrovsky,
Leontievsky, Zhdanovsky, and other burial mounds
were studied, which enabled clarification of the rites
features and dating of the complexes (Arslanova,
2013: 405).

The individual sites of the medieval period
were also studied by M.K. Kadyrbayev, including
the Tasmola 4 burial mound in the Ekibastuz district,
as well as a series of medieval burials in the Akmola
burial ground near the city of Aksu, dating back to
the Golden Horde period (Kadyrbayev, Burnasheva,
1970: 42-53).

In the following decades, the research studies
were mainly sporadic and protective in nature. In
1994, VK. Merz studied a destroyed medieval burial
site in Pavlodar, dating to the Kimak period (Mertz,
1995: 24-26).

In 2001-2002, the Pavlodar archaeological
expedition studied the burial mounds of the
Shiderty archaeological complex, as well as a
burial site of the Kimak period near the village
of Kyzylenbek (Bermagambetov, Amirgalina,
2004: 60-64). In 2005, emergency rescue work was
carried out at the Mayskoye site, which enabled the
study of a military burial site of the 11th-13th cc.
(Karazhigitova et al., 2025: 29-41).

In 2003-2005, T.N. Smagulov conducted
research on the Kalbasun Tower and Kyzylenbek
sites, which enabled the identification of two sites
of monumental architecture of the 14th—15th cc. in
this area.

Since 2006, research has continued at the
Auliekol archaeological complex, interpreted as a
medieval camp, including a settlement, irrigation
system and necropolis of the 14th-15th cc., which
has significantly expanded our understanding of
the economy, architecture and social structure of the

70
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region's population (Smagulov, 2012: 160).

In addition, the Pokrovsky burial ground
and the destroyed burials near the villages of
Podstepnoye and Peschanoye are among the sites of
the Kimak period excavated in the Pavlodar region
(Code of Monuments of the Pavlodar Region, 2010:
22).

Currently, annual archaeological research of
sites of the Kimak period is being conducted in the
Pavlodar Priirtyshye region. However, fieldwork
results are rarely published, and a significant
portion of the materials remains accessible only in
reports. One example is the research on the Baydala
burial ground located near the village of Kenzhekol
(Archaeological Research in Kazakhstan, 2022: 11).
This circumstance makes it difficult to summarise
the accumulated material and, to a certain extent,
hinders the development of issues related to the
chronology and typology of burial sites in the region.

An analysis of the history of research into burial
sites in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye region shows that
archaeological research in the region has developed
steadily, accompanied by changes in both research
objectives and methodological approaches.

In the early stages (18th — early 20th cc.), the
main focus was on identifying and describing sites.
The information obtained was mainly of a reference
nature and reflected a general interest in the region's
antiquities, but there were virtually no systematic
excavations or interpretation of the materials.

In the mid-20th c., with the development of
archaeological science in the country and the need
to record sites, a phase of systematic archaeological
research began. The work of the 1950s was
characterised by large-scale surveys of the territory
and the identification and mapping of sites, which
made it possible to build a primary source base for
subsequent research.

In the 1960s, research became more systematic.
The volume of excavations increased significantly,
the range of sites studied expanded, and the first
attempts were made to typologise burial complexes
and analyse burial rites. During this period, the main
ideas about the chronology and cultural affiliations
of a significant portion of the region's burial mounds
were formulated.

Since the 1990s, archaeological research has
largely taken on a protective character due to the
destruction of sites caused by economic activity and
natural processes. Despite the local scale of many
works, the materials obtained have significantly
supplemented our knowledge of the burial rites and
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material culture of the medieval population of the
region.

The current stage of research, beginning in
the 2000s, is characterised by a transition to a
comprehensive study of archaeological sites. Such
work examines not only necropolises but also
architectural structures, economic infrastructure,
and industrial complexes. This allows sites to be
considered not in isolation, but in a broader cultural
and historical context.

At the same time, analysis of historiography
shows that the study of sites in the region remains
uneven. The most thoroughly researched complexes
are those located in areas of major construction
work or completed archaeological projects, while
a significant number of sites are known only from
exploratory data or brief reports. In addition, a
significant part of the materials from modern
excavations is published with a delay or remains
in the form of reports, making it difficult to include
them in scientific circulation and to summarise the
accumulated material.

Thus, the development of archaeological
researchinthe Pavlodar Priirtyshyeregionreflects the
general trends in domestic archaeology: a transition
from the recording of sites to their systematic study
and further comprehensive analysis, accompanied
by an expansion of the range of sources studied and
a complication of interpretative models.

Results

In 1955, E.I. Ageeva and A.G. Maksimova
conducted archaeological research on the burial
grounds of medieval nomads located in the areas
of Kenzhekol, Trofimovka, Yamyshev and Kachir
in the Pavlodar region. The materials obtained
significantly supplemented the understanding of
the burial rites and chronology of the region's sites
(Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959: 32-58).

The analysis of published materials and reports
from archaeological expeditions has established
that a significant number of medieval burial sites
have been identified in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye
region, varying in type, date, and degree of study.
The locations of the main sites studied are shown
in Fig. 1. Summary information on the most studied
objects, including their locations, chronologies, and
research histories, is given in Table 1.

As shown in the data presented, most of the
sites studied date back to the Early and developed
Middle Ages and are concentrated in the Irtysh
Valley and adjacent steppe areas. The most intensive
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Fig. 1. Location of the medieval burial sites studied in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye region. The numbering of the sites
corresponds to Table 1

Ne | Name of the Location Type of site | Dating Researcher Year of
site research
1 Trofimovsky Pavlodar Region, burial 6th-8th cc. Ageeva EL, 1955
burial ground Terenkol District, 4.5 mound Maksimova A.G.
km west of the village
of Korzhynkol
2 Kenzhekol Pavlodar Region, burial 8th—12th cc. Ageeva EL, 1955
burial mound Kenzhekol District, mound Maksimova A.G.
(No. 499) Kenzhekolske Village
3 Yamashevsky Pavlodar Region, burial 14th-15th cc, Ageeva EIL, 1955
burial ground Akkulinsky District, mound Maksimova A.G.
Yamyshevo Village
4 Leontievsky Pavlodar Region, burial 11t—12th cc. Arslanova F.Kh. 1961
burial ground | Pavlodar District, 4 km mound
north-east of
Leontievka village
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5 Bobrovsky Pavlodar Region, burial 810t cc. Arslanova F.Kh. 1961
burial ground Terenkol District, mound
Bobrovo Village
6 Zhdanovsky Pavlodar Region, burial 10t—12th cc. Arslanova F.Kh. 1961
burial ground Aktogai District, mound
Pryrechenskoe Village
7 Tasmola 4 Pavlodar Region, mound 14t c. Kadyrbayev M.K. 1961
burial ground Ekibastuz District, group
Tasmola tract, 50 km
from Ekibastuz
8 Lesozavod Pavlodar, on the banks burial 8th-9th cc, Mertz V.K. 1994
burial of the Irtysh River
9 Shiderty 18 Pavlodar Region, mound 10th—14th cc. Mertz V.K. 2002
burial mound | Ekibastuz District, 7.5 group
group km south of Shiderta
Station
10 | Mound near Pavlodar Region, burial 13th—14th cc. Mertz V.K. 2001
the Shiderty 3 | Ekibastuz District, left ground
site bank of the Shiderty
River, northwest of the
Shiderty 3 site
11 Mayskoye Pavlodar Region, burial 11th-13th cc. Mertz V.K. 2005
burial Maisky District,
village of Mayskoye
12 Kalbasun Pavlodar Region, archaeologic 1415t cc. Smagulov T.N. 2003-
Tower Maisky District, al complex 2005
Archaeological | Kyzylenbek Village
Complex
13 Auliekol Pavlodar Region, archaeologic 14t-15% cc. Smagulov T.N. Since
archaeological Ekibastuz District, al complex 2006
Complex near the village of
Karazhar
14 “25 let Pavlodar Region, burial 13th—14thcc. Lagutin I.V. 1959
octyabrya” Aktogay District,
burial Auelbek Village
15 Akmola burial | Pavlodar Region, Aksu mound 13th—14th cc. Kadyrbayev M.K. 1960
ground
16 Kachirsky Pavlodar Region, mound 8th—12th cc. Ageeva ElL, 1955
burial ground Terenkol District, Maksimova A.G.
Terenkol Village
17 Kyzylenbek Pavlodar Region, mound 8th—171thcc. Smailov Zh.E. 2001
mound Maisky District,
Kyzylenbek Village
18 Pokrovsky Pavlodar Region, mound 6th-9th cc, Data on the not
mound Terenkol District, collection of sites | establish
Pokrovka Village ed
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19 Podstepnoye Pavlodar Region, burial 8th-—9thcc, Data on the code not
burial Pavlodar District, of monuments establish

Podstepnoye Village ed

20 Peschanoye Pavlodar Region, burial 8th—11th cc. Data on the code not
burial Terenkol District, of monuments establish

Peschanoye Village ed

21 Baydala Pavlodar Region, near mound 8th—11th cc. Data on the not
mound the village of collection establish

Kenzhekol “Archaeological ed

Research in
Kazakhstan —
2021”

Table 1. Burial sites of the medieval period in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye region

research was conducted in the 1950s and 1960s,
as well as in the late 20th and early 21st cc., when
protective and comprehensive archaeological work
was carried out. The most representative complexes
and their research results are presented below.

On the territory of the Berezovsky state farm,
45 km west of the village of Trofimovka (now
Korzhynkol), aburial ground consisting of 18 earthen
mounds grouped into three irregular chains was
investigated. The mounds varied in size: diameter,
from 6 to 12 m, height — from 0.17 to 0.48 m. During
the work, eight mounds were studied (Nos. 3, 6, §,
12, 13, 14, 16, 17). In most burial mounds, a single
burial structure was identified. The exception is
burial mound No. 3, where two burial structures in
the form of wooden boxes were recorded. A double
burial was found in burial mound No. 6. The grave
pits are mainly oriented from northeast to southwest.
In some cases, the orientation was from north-west to
south-east and from north to north-east. One burial
was performed according to the cremation rite. In
other cases, the buried were usually laid out on their
backs. In burial mounds Nos. 12, 17, and 8, it was
not possible to determine the skeletons' positions
due to anthropogenic interference. The orientation
of the buried was predominantly north-eastern;
only in two cases was a south-easterly and westerly
orientation noted. The household items, weapons,
jewellery and horse equipment were found in the
burials (Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959: 45-49).

Near state farm No. 499 (now the village of
Kenzhekol, near the city of Pavlodar), two groups
of burial mounds have been identified, one of which
is located on the eastern outskirts of the village. The
eastern group includes 15 earthen mounds forming

irregular chains oriented from north to south. The
mounds average 11-12 m in diameter and 0.3-0.6 m
in height. Within this group, mounds No. 9 and No.
4 (diameters of 8-20 m, heights of 0.21-0.59 m) have
been studied. Mound No. 9 had a complex structure
made of adobe bricks and multi-layered clay filling.
Three grave pits were found within its boundaries,
all of which had been disturbed by looters. The main
grave pit, almost circular in shape and oriented from
east to west, contained the burial of a man with a
horse, accompanied by horse harness and weapons.
The second grave pit, oval in shape and also
oriented from east to west, contained the scattered
bones of a child. The third grave pit, dating from a
later period, was covered by a sagan-type structure
made of adobe bricks. Mound No. 4 contained a
plundered earth burial, probably of a person buried
with a horse. Weapons and horse equipment were
found near the skeleton of the buried person. The
preserved materials as a whole allow both burial
mounds to be attributed to the early Middle Ages
(Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959: 52-54).

In addition, two burial grounds located 2.4 km
north of the village of Kachiry (now Terenkol in the
Pavlodar region) were studied. One of them was
located on the eastern shore of the lake, the second
on its south-western shore. The first burial ground
included 13 earthen mounds, most of which had
looting craters (mounds with diameters of 1220 m
and heights of 0.15-0.5 m). The mounds examined,
Nos. 4, 3 and 12, were found to have been plundered.
Mound No. 4 contained an oval grave pit with the
remains of a wooden burial structure. The filling
contained scattered human and horse bones, as well
as fragments of iron objects related to weaponry.
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Burial mound No. 3 included an earth burial in an
oval grave oriented from southwest to northeast;
scattered bones of a human skeleton and fragments
of an iron object were recorded. Mound No. 12 is
characterised by the presence of cremation remains,
accompanied by ceramic vessels and horse bones.
The second burial ground consisted of four burial
mounds located in a chain from north to south. In this
group, burial mound No. 3 was investigated, which
contained three grave pits, oriented mainly from
southwest to northeast. All burials were disturbed.
The filling contained scattered human bones,
remains of wooden structures, remains of sacrificial
feasts, and a limited inventory of household items,
weapons, and jewellery (Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959:
54-56).

Researchers recorded two burial grounds near
Lake Yamyshevskoye: one on the eastern shore
and the other on the northern shore. The northern
burial ground consisted of five mounds forming two
small chains oriented from southwest to northeast.
The mounds were earthen, heavily eroded, with a
diameter of 12-22 m and a height of 0.3-0.6 m, with
looting craters. Within the burial ground, mounds
No. 5 and No. 4 (diameter — about 20 m, height —
0.49-0.53 m) were studied. Both burial mounds had
been plundered. The grave pits were oval in shape
and oriented from southwest to northeast. Burial
mound No. 5 contained an earthen grave pit, while
traces of a wooden platform were found in burial
mound No. 4. The filling of burial mound No. 5
contained scattered human and horse bones. There
were no accompanying grave goods. Based on the
shape of the pit, the orientation of the buried person
can be reconstructed as facing north-east. The
filling of mound No. 4 contained scattered human
and horse bones, fragments of a ceramic vessel,
and an iron three-pronged arrowhead, allowing
the complex to be dated to the 14th-15th cc. AD
(Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959: 56-58).

Research by E.I. Ageeva and A.G. Maksimova
has revealed a significant variety of structures and
ritual elements (corpse placement and cremation,
the presence of wooden structures, burials with
horses and traces of funeral feasts). Based on
the combination of features and accompanying
inventory, the studied sites date back to the 6th-14th
cc. AD. Thus, the materials from the excavations of
the 1950s made it possible for the first time to record
the diversity of grave structures and ritual variants,
which became the basis for subsequent studies of
burial sites in the region (Ageeva, Maksimova, 1959:
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32-58).

The next stage is associated with research in
the late 1950s and early 1960s, which expanded
the source base on medieval burial mounds in the
Pavlodar Priirtyshye region.

In 1959, local historian I.V. Lagutin conducted
research to collect material and excavate a destroyed
burial site near the “25 let oktyabrya” state farm
(now the village of Auelbek). The burial mound
contained the skeleton of a person buried in a
stretched position on their back, with their head
facing north. The accompanying inventory consisted
of fragments of stirrups and bits, silver plaques,
parts of a headdress, and a silver-plated bronze
mirror (Arslanova, 1970: 54-59).

In 1961, EKh. Arslanova investigated a burial
mound near the village of Leontiyevka. The burial
ground consisted of 12 earthen mounds. Of the 9
mounds excavated, 4 were attributed to the medieval
period. The diameter of the medieval burial mounds
varied from 9 to 15 m; in mounds No. 1, 2 and 4, one
grave pit was recorded in each. Burial mound No. 11
contained two burial structures. In most cases, the
grave pits were oval, whereas in burial mound No.
11, both pits were subquadratic. The orientation of
the grave pits varied between northeast-southeast
and west-east. In three cases, the burials were made
in simple earth pits. In one burial mound, a grave
pit with a ledge along the north-eastern wall and
a sloping wooden ceiling was noted. In one of the
burial mounds, a grave structure in the form of amud
brick layout was discovered. The burials orientation
is consistent: the east prevails, with deviations to
the southeast. Animal bones (horse, cow, ram) were
found in a number of burials. Based on the available
data, the burial mounds of the Leontiyevka burial
ground date back to the 11th—12th cc. (Arslanova,
2013: 130-132).

In 1961, one of the teams of the Central
Kazakhstan expedition led by F.Kh. Arslanova
excavated aburial ground near the village of Bobrovo.
The objects are represented by burial mounds and
funnel-shaped depressions. Dimensions: diameter
of soil pits — 7-12 m, diameter of burial mounds
- from 7 to 15 m. Twelve burial mounds and two
depressions were excavated during the expedition.
Based on the analysis of the materials, F.Kh.
Arslanova distinguished two burial rites: cremation
without a grave pit and burial in a grave pit, with
or without it. Differences in the composition of the
inventory and the nature of the funeral feast are also
noted. In burial mounds with cremation, it is typical
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to find the remains of a lavish funeral feast. In the
inhumation ritual, the person is typically placed
in an extended position on their back, head facing
west (with deviations). Fragments of decayed wood,
interpreted as the remains of ceilings or wooden
structures, were found on almost all skeletons. Two
burial mounds contain grave pits with a base. The
complex dates back to the 8th—10th cc. (Arslanova,
1980: 79-104).

During the 1960-1961 field seasons, F.Kh.
Arslanova studied 28 earthen mounds of the
Zhdanovo burial ground. The burial rites were
relatively uniform: most burial mounds contained
the remains of fire pits (charred logs, charcoal),
burials were arranged in rectangular pits, and the
deceased were laid on their backs in an extended
position. The western orientation prevails with
isolated deviations; in some cases, the orientation
has not been established. Various forms of wooden
structures above and inside the graves have been
recorded (fences made of charred logs, row of logs,
cross beams, wooden boxes without bottoms, logs).
Based on the totality of characteristics, the burial
ground dates back to the 10th—12th cc. (Arslanova,
1963: 278-302).

A separate layer of sources is represented by the
study of burial mound No. 2 of the Tasmola 4 burial
ground, conducted by a team from the Central
Kazakhstan expedition led by M.K. Kadyrbayev.
The burial mound had a diameter of 14 m and a
height of 1.2 m. The grave pit was rectangular.
Inside, a wooden box without a bottom was found,
in which the skeleton of the buried person was laid
in an extended position on his back, with his head to
the north. A ritual feast (ram bones) was also found.
Weapons and horse harness were found, along with
two coins, which date the burial to the first half of
the 14th c. (Kadyrbayev, Burnashev, 1970: 42-53).

Based on materials from the late 1950s and 1960s,
research by F.Kh. Arslanova and M.K. Kadyrbayev
clarified the chronological scale (8th-10th cc.; 11th
-12th cc.; first half of the 14th c.) and identified the
stable elements of the ritual (wooden structures,
funeral feast, orientation, combination of cremation
and inhumation), which significantly expanded
the possibilities for cultural and chronological
interpretation of the region's monuments.

The next stage involved protective and
emergency rescue work in the late 20th and early
21st cc., necessitated by the destruction of sites by
natural and anthropogenic factors.

In 1994, VK. Mertz investigated a destroyed

burial site on the banks of the Irtysh River in the
city of Pavlodar (Lesozavod district). The remains
of two grave pits were recorded: in one, a partially
preserved skeleton was found, oriented with its
head to the northeast (without inventory), and in the
second, scattered human and horse bones. A paired
burial with a stuffed horse was established. The
buried were oriented with their heads to the east.
The grave goods included weapons, jewellery and
elements of horse equipment (an almost complete
bridle set). Traces of fire in the filling and on the
objects indicate that a funeral pyre was held. In
addition, the remains of wooden structures were
recorded. The complex dates back to the 8th-9th cc.
and is attributed to the Kimak period (Mertz, 1995:
25-27).

In 2001, a team led by V.K. Mertz investigated
burial mound No. 1 of the Shiderty archaeological
complex, dating back to the Mongol period. A burial
with a probable wooden ceiling was recorded. The
finds included a mirror, elements of a case with
cosmetics, a bead, a paste pendant and copper items
(Mertz, 2002: 5).

In 2002, he also investigated burial mound No.
2 of the Shiderty 18 group: stone masonry of the
mound, a burial in a wooden box (oriented with
the head to the north-west) and individual items of
weaponry were discovered. Judging by the burial
rites, the site was dated to the 10th—14th cc. (Mertz,
2003: 23-25).

In 2001, a team led by Zh.E. Smailov investigated
an inhumation burial from the Kimak period on the
outskirts of the village of Kyzylenbek. The burial
was sunk into a homogeneous silty-clayey mass of
the mound, which made it impossible to establish
the outlines of the grave pit. Household items,
weapons and horse equipment were found next to
the calcined bones. In 2003, the main burial of the
Early Iron Age was discovered on the same mound
(Bermagambetov, Amirgalina, 2004: 60-64; Code of
Monuments of the Pavlodar Region, 2010: 22).

In 2005, emergency research was conducted
on the Maiskoye site: a single burial of a man with
a horse was recorded; based on the preserved
bone remains, the position of the buried person
was reconstructed with his head to the west; the
inventory included horse equipment, weapons and
elements of armour; the complex was preliminarily
attributed to pre-Islamic burials of the 11th-13th cc.
(Karazhigitova et al., 2025: 29-42).

A significant amount of data was collected
during the study of the Kalbasun Tower and
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Auliekol archaeological complexes, enabling burial
sites to be considered in the context of monumental
architecture and accompanying infrastructure.

In 2003-2005, T.N. Smagulov conducted work
on the localisation and study of the Kalbasun Tower,
during which two sites (No. 1 and No. 2) were
surveyed and excavated. At site No. 1, sections of
a cemetery with numerous, mainly uninvestigated
burials were studied. At site No. 2, the remains of
a ruined brick structure, burials and a sacrificial
structure were identified. In some cases, vaulted
structures and accompanying finds were noted.
It was established that two sites of monumental
architecture of the 14th-15th cc. were located in this
area. The above-ground part of the earlier structure
(site No. 2) was lost by the 17th c., and site No. 1
was destroyed in the second half of the 18th c., after
which a Kazakh cemetery formed around the ruins
(Smagulov, 2012: 6-133).

Since 2006, research has continued at the
Auliekol site, which is interpreted as a medieval
camp with a settlement, an irrigation system, and
a necropolis from the 14th-15th cc. The excavations
yielded a significant collection of artefacts (several
thousand). Osteological materials and accompanying
finds testify to a complex livestock and agricultural
economy, supplemented by hunting and fishing. In
addition, production facilities such as a workshop
for the manufacture of architectural decorations and
glazes, and kilns for firing bricks were recorded. Early
Muslim burial mounds and burials in adobe fences
were studied in the necropolis, and mausoleums-
kumbez of the elite part of the necropolis were
identified. In 2009, excavations of a two-chamber
mausoleum (ziaratkhana and gurkhana) with
several burials were completed, and altars made
of horse skulls were noted. The architectural decor
consisted of tiles and carved bricks with Arabic
script and ornamentation (Smagulov, 2012: 113-114).

Materials from the late 20th and early 21st
cc. have significantly expanded the source base,
adding new data on Kimak burials from the 8th—
9th cc., military complexes from the 11th-13th cc.,
and burial, memorial, and architectural sites from
the 14th-15th cc. The inclusion of the Auliekol and
Kalbasun archaeological complexes in scientific
discourse enabled consideration of the burial sites
of the Middle Irtysh region as elements of broader
socio-economic and architectural complexes.

Taken together, the studies reviewed show that
the burial sites of the medieval Pavlodar Priirtyshye
region are characterised by a combination of ritual
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variants: in addition to corpse burial, cremation
complexes are also recorded. An important element
of burial practice is organic structures (floors, row
of logs, wooden boxes, logs), traces of which can be
found in both early medieval and later complexes.
Other components also play a significant role in
the rites — animal bones, burials with horses, and
elements of funeral feasts, which are consistently
noted in materials from various sites. The orientation
of burials and grave structures varies, but in a
number of complexes, consistent directions can
be traced, which probably reflects local traditions
and their chronological dynamics. The presence
of late medieval objects (in particular, complexes
from the 14th—-15th cc. associated with monumental
architecture and necropolises) broadens the context
for interpreting burial sites, allowing them to be
considered not in isolation, but in connection with
settlements, economic infrastructure, and religious
and memorial structures. Overall, the data set
documents the long, heterogeneous development of
burial practices in the region, spanning a wide range
of dates in the complexes studied (6th-15th cc.).

Analysis of the burial site dates shows that most
of the complexes in the Pavlodar Priirtyshye region
date back to the early and developed Middle Ages.
The earliest sites date back to the 8th—10th cc. and
are associated with the Kimak period (Bobrovsky
burial ground, Lesozavod burial site, and individual
mound complexes). Sites of the 11th-13th cc. are
represented by burial mounds, reflecting the stability
of corpse burial traditions and the use of horse
equipment elements in funeral rites (Leontievsky
and Zhdanovsky burial grounds, Mayskoye burial).
The complexes of the 14th—15th cc. are characterised
by the appearance of monumental architecture,
mausoleums, and developed necropolises, as seen
most clearly in the materials from the Auliekol and
Kalbasun sites.

Thus, archaeological materials testify to the
continuity of burial traditions in the Pavlodar
region during the 8th-15th cc, with a gradual
transformation of ritual practices and architectural
forms.

Conclusion

The analysis of the history of the study
of medieval burial sites in the region under
consideration shows that archaeological research in
the Pavlodar region has gone through several stages,
reflecting the general trends in the development of
domestic archaeology: from exploratory work and
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the recording of site to systematic excavations and
comprehensive study of archaeological complexes.

The accumulated archaeological material has
made it possible to identify the main features of
the burial rites of the medieval population of the
region, including the diversity of grave structures,
the combination of different burial practices, the
stability of individual ritual elements, and the
widespread use of accompanying inventory related
to weapons and horse equipment.

Research in recent decades has shown that the
burial sites of North-Eastern Saryarka should be
considered in the context of broader archaeological
complexes, including settlements, production
facilities and architectural monuments, which allows
for a more complete reconstruction of the economic
activities, social structure and cultural traditions of
the medieval population of the region.

At the same time, the degree of study of the sites

remains uneven. A significant part of the objects are
known only from exploratory data, and the results
of many modern excavations are published with a
delay or remain in the form of reports, which makes it
difficult to introduce them into scientific circulation
and summarise the accumulated material.

Thus, the accumulated archaeological material
and the results of its generalisation allow us to
consider the Pavlodar Priirtyshye as one of the stable
regional centres for the formation and development
of burial traditions in the steppe zone of Kazakhstan
in the medieval period.

In this regard, one of the urgent tasks for further
research is the systematisation and publication
of fieldwork materials, as well as comprehensive
studies aimed at clarifying the chronology, typology;,
and cultural affiliation of medieval burial sites in the
Pavlodar region.

Funding: This work was prepared within the grant funding project of the Science Committee of the Ministry of
Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan, BR24992951 “The Archaeological Heritage of Saryarka

(from the Stone Age to the Middle Ages)”.
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COATYCTIK-IIBIFBIC CAPBIAPKAAAFBI OPTAFYACBIPABIK JXKEPAEY ECKEPTKIIITEPTH
3EPTTEY TAPUXbBI MEH HETI3I'T HOTVJ>KEAEPI

Angarna. Makaaaga Coarycrik-Illsireic Capolapka aymarbiHgarel Ilasaogap Epric
OHIpiHiH OpTarachlpABIK >KepAey eCKepTKiIITepiH 3epTrey HoTIKeAepiHe >Kaallblaama
III0AY >KacaAfaH. 3epTTeyAiH ©3eKTiliri KenTereH apTypAi >KapusidaHbBIMAap MeH AaAaAblk
MarepuaadapAbly 60AybIHa KapaMacTaH, eHip OOJIBIHIIA KellleHAl TapUXHaMaAbIK TalAayAbIH
KYpriziaMeyiMeH, cOHAal-aK, 3aMaHayy apXeOAOTUSABIK JepeKTepaiH >KeTKiAiKci3 JeHreije
FBLABIMU alfHaABIMFa eHri3iayimMeH TyciHAipiaeai. Bya »kaFaait )kmHaKTaAFaH MaTepualjapabl
CaAbICTBIPMaAbl TYPFbI4a KapacThIpyFa >KoHe 04apAblH MdAE€HU-TapUXM Ma3MYHBIH TOABIK
alllyFra Keepri keaTipeai.

JKyMbIc OaphICbIHAA 9P Ke3eHAe JKYprisiareH sepTreylep HaTUKeAepi Herisri Geariaep
OoribIHIIa XKYTleAeHAl: Kabip Ky PhLABICTaPhIHBIH TUIIOAOTUACHL, JKePA€Y FY PIILIHBIH KY PBLABIMEI,
JKepAeHTreHAepAiH OafgapaaHy epekIleaAikTepi, CaATTHIK TaXKipubegeri idecrie 3aTTapAblH
KypaMbI MeH KbI3MeTi. Ochl HerizAe aliMak eCKepTKiITepiHiH GacThl XPOHOAOTUSABIK TOIITaPHI
alfiKbIHAAAABL: KUMakK AdyipiHiH kemeHgepi (VIII-X fr.), XI-XIII fr. eckeprkimTepi >KoHe
MOHYMeHTaAAbl CoyAeT eHepiHiH damybiMeH OaiiaaHblcThl XIV-XV fFF. KelliHTi opTaFachlpAbIK
HBICAaHAAP.

CoHbIMeH KaTap, aliMakTBhIH >Kepey eCcKepTKilllTepiHe >Xepaey FYPIBIHBIH oapTypAi
HYCKaJAapbIHBIH YIITacybl, arall KOHCTPYKUM:AAapAblH KeHiHeH KOAAaHBIAYBI, COHAali-akK
TpU3HaA DA€MEeHTTepi MeH i4ecIle 3aTaTpAbIH TYPaKThl TYpAe Ke3Aecyi ToH eKeHAITi aHbIKTaAAb.
AAbIHFaH gepeKTepAi KaAlbllay JKepAaey 49CTypAePiHiH 9BOAIOIMACHH HaKThIAAIl, aliMaKThIH
®THOMJAEHMU AaMYBIH TYCiHAipyTe KoHe D0/1alIaK apXe0AOIMAABIK 3epTTeyAepAiH OarbITTapbIiH
aliKbIHJay¥a MYMKiHJIK Oepeai.

Kiar cesagep: Coarycrik-llIsirpic Caporapka, IlaBaogap Eptic eHipi, opra raceipaap,
apXeoA0Iwsl, JKepaey eCKepTKimTepi.
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NCTOPYS M3YUEHVS Y1 OCHOBHBIE PE3Y/bTATHI I/ICCAE,ZI,OBAH]/H@
ITIOTPEBAABHBIX ITAMSITHUKOB CPEAHEBEKOBBSI CEBEPO-BOCTOYHOMU
CAPBIAPKU

Annoranusa. B cratbe mnpeacrasaeH o0oOmiamomuii 0030p pPe3yAbTaTOB M3Y4eHMs
CpeJHeBeKOBBIX rorpe6aabHbBIX ITaMATHMKOB ITaBaoaapckoro IMpunpreimss,
paccmaTpusaeMoro B npedeaax Cesepo-Bocrounoit Capblapky. AKTyaAbHOCTD MCCA€AOBAHIAST
00yca0BAeHa OTCYTCTBIEM 11eA0CTHOTO UCTOpuorpadpieckoro aHaAmn3a 110 JaHHOMY PeroHy
IIpY HaAM49UM 3HAYMTEALHOTO MacCHBa Pa3pO3HEHHBIX IIyOAMKaIIMIl M II0AEeBBIX OTYETOB, a
TaK>Ke OTpaHI4eHHOI ITyOAMKaleli MaTep1al0B COBpeMeHHbIX apXe0A0TMYecKnX paboT, 4To
3aTpyAHseT UX COIOCTaBJeHNe 1 BBeJeHNe B Hay4Hblil 000pOT.

B pabore cucrematusupoBaHLl ~MaTepMaAbl  pa3HOBPEMEHHBIX  McCCAe]OBaHUIA,
CoIoOCTaBAeHHble I10 OCHOBHBIM IpPM3HAKaM: THUIIBI MOTMABHBIX COOPY>KeHUIl, DAeMeHTHI
rorpe6aabHOTO 00psiAa, OPMEHTUPOBKA IIOTPeOEHHBIX, COCTaB COIIPOBOANTEAbHOIO IHBEHTapsI
B pUTyaAbHON mpakTuke M aAp. Ha 9Toit ocHOBe BblAeAeHBI OCHOBHbIE XPOHO/OIMYecKle
TPYIIBl MaMATHUKOB perrmoHa: KOMILAeKch Kumakckoro spemenu (VIII-X BB.), maMsATHUKA
XI-XIII BB., a TakXe mo3iHecpeaHeBeKOBble 00beKThl XIV-XV BB., cBsA3aHHbBIE C pa3BUTUEM
MOHYMEeHTa/AbHOI apXUTEeKTYPHI.

Kpome Toro, ©nla0 BBHISIBAGHO TO, YTO AAs IIOTpeOaAbHBIX IIaMATHMUKOB peryoHa
XapaKTepHO coyeTaHIe Pa3AMYHbIX BAPMaHTOB 00ps14a, LM POKOe MCI0Ab30BaHMe e PeBIHHBIX
KOHCTPYKUMII M YCTONYMBOE IIPMUCYTCTBUE DAEMEHTOB TPM3HBI U COIIPOBOAUTEABHOIO
nHpeHTaps. (OO0oOlIeHMe II0Ay4eHHBIX AaHHBIX I103BOAMAO YTOYHUTL IIpeACTaBAeHMs
O pasBuTHM TIOrpeDaAbHBIX TpajuLMii ¥ OIpejeAUTh IepCHeKTUBHLIe HallpaBAeHIs
AaAbHeNIINX 1CCAeJ0BaHNI peroHa.

Kaiogesbie caosa: Cesepo-Bocrounass Capniapka, Ilasaogapckoe Ilpumprsimise,
CpeJHeBeKOBbe, apXeoA0rusl, norpedaabHble TTaMITHUKIN.

Aas yumuposanus: Kapaxuzumosa A.E., Axareesa A.K. Viecmopust usyuenus u ocHosHble pe3yAbmamot
uccaedo6anutl nozpedbarvrbvlx namamuuxos cpedresexosvss Cesepo-Bocmounoir Capwapxu // Madernu mypa. 2026.
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